
Monteverdi,
Mantua & Rome

Monteverdi: Missa In illo tempore
and motets by Gombert, Josquin, palestrina,

Wctoria and de Wert
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St Gabriel's rvas built in I852-53 by Thomas Cundy as part of Cubitt's visionary
creation, virnlally from nothing, of the district now known as Pimlico. In the Gothic
pcrpcndicular stylc, thc church was originally narrowcr than today, with gallcricd sidc
aisles. ln the early 1890s, only 40 years into the church's life, the galleries were
removed and new secondary side-aisles were added, giving us the exceptionally open
and wide space we have today. Sir John Betjeman was impressed by the grandeur of the
space : he called St Gabriel's "the cathedral of Pimlico".

After the completion of this major work the chancel was decorated magnificently with
alabaster'opus sectile'work, mosaic and gold inlay. A new high altar was designed by
Bcntlcy, thc architcct of Wcstminstcr Cathcdral. Crowning it all is thc East Window by
Kempe, depicting'Christ in glory with saints'.

I-ittle has been done to the church since this hey-day. but the years have taken their toll.
The church was spared major structural damage in the 2nd world war, but lost all its
staincd-glass apart from thc Kcmpc which fortunatcly had bccn rcmovcd and storcd.
Clear glass now gives the church a wonderful light, and the west window was replaced
in I 95 | as part of the celebrations of the Coronation.

Deterioration of the roofs and stonework has resulted in water ingress and damage. The
roofs arc now intact after f Vz million has bccn spcnt, but thc Kcntish Ragstonc
conlinues to wear. We have begun the process of major stone renewal and
refurbishment, having recenlly compleled two faces of the tower a1 a cost of anot"her
f%million, and rve have an Bnglish Heritage grant to do the other fwo faces if we can
hnd the match funding of f 120,000.

Ilowever the Friends are also spending inside the church with repairs to the chancel
floo1 the new nave platform, a sound system, high altar candlesticks all recent additions
to tlc sccnc. Plans arc afoot for ncw lighting and consolidating thc noticcboards to tidy
up the west end. If you would like more information, or would like to help us, please
pick up a Friends of St Gabriel's leaflet or speak to one of the Friends tonight.

Thank you for supporting this Friends of St Gabriel's evenl.

Next concert
24th June 7.30pm PATJL (ltJlNDRY returns with a piano recital including 20th

Century English music, which he is recording fior the Delius Society.
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